
BMP 101 - Store Containers Inside Secondary Containment 

 
Description of Potential Pollutant and Source:  Improper storage of containers of significant 
materials can result in the release of materials and chemicals that can cause storm water runoff 
pollution.  Secondary containment can prevent storm water runoff pollution. 
 
Description of BMP:  Containers will be properly stored.  Containers of significant materials will be 
stored inside secondary containment cabinets appropriate to the size and quantity of the 
substances stored.  Cabinets will have covered shelves and provide secondary containment for 
spills of the substances that spill inside the cabinets.  In many instances the cabinets will be 
locked to restrict access to the substances.  Metal lockers typically used to store flammable 
substances are usually appropriate for preventing contact between significant materials and 
storm water. 
 
The secondary containment will be placed away from vehicle traffic routes to reduce the potential 
for mechanical impact and accidental spills. 
 
A manifest list of the materials stored inside the locker should be posted on or inside the locker. 
 
Application Guidance:  Containers will always be properly stored. 
 
Training:  Personnel will be trained in preventing substances stored outside from entering the 
storm water and storing substance effectively. 
 
Effectiveness and Cost:  This is a moderately effective, low-cost BMP. 
 
Limitations:  None 
 


